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STRONG CONTRIBUTION FROM FREMANTLE PORTS

Is it just me or are there others who sense a whiff of optimism
in the air?

Seems that many of those Eastern States folk who came over
here to work in the mining boom have gone back home (the
clever ones have stayed) and the property market – housing
and rentals – looks to be coming out of the doldrums. The talk
around the water coolers is that the property market seems to
have finished correcting and may be finally starting to turn up.
It was interesting to see in the news this week that Perth is being
described as Australia’s most affordable city. A far cry from
when Perth was the least affordable when we were at the top of
the cycle a decade ago.

New reports suggest that wages are starting to lift a little, that
job vacancies are moving up, and the unemployment rate is
still ticking lower. This means there is more work around which
again, is a sign of the business community feeling a little more
confident about the future. The Australian dollar seems to have
settled at around the 76 cent level against the Greenback, and
some commodity prices are firming up quite well. Agriculture
in our regional areas seems to be on the cusp of something big,
if the reports are to be believed.

So, what about industry? What’s new and what’s coming?

New industries in the pipeline –

• Puma’s bitumen plant andTianqi’s lithium refinery emerging.
• Construction of the Phoenix Energy waste to energy plant

is set to begin early in the New Year, and maybe the New
Energy one as well.

• There’s been interest in our industrial area from two new
lithium refinery companies, so fingers crossed they choose
Kwinana.

• The construction of Puma Energy tank farm is soon to
commence.

• We’ve seen the announcements about Nickelwest’s plans to
expand into the lithium battery support materials space.

• There are a few other companies making inquiries about
land availability, but we can’t talk about these yet.

• Austal has set up a fabrication shop in the Naval Base area
near HopeValley for construction of the new navy ships, and
Civmec up in the Australian Marine Complex is continuing
to expand its footprint in this space also.

• Fabrication workshops in the support areas like Naval Base
are starting to get orders in their contract pipelines. This
work is building from the resource sector as well as from the
industrial strip.

Talk of the new Kwinana Outer Harbour port makes me
increasingly confident that this time the planning won’t be
wasted and it will actually get built. Industry knows that if
it does get built, and my money says it will, there will be a

massive expansion of industrial business in our region as the
4000ha of vacant industrial land starts to fill up because of the
port. The Westport Taskforce is underway and the Stakeholder
Reference group meets for the first time quite soon.

Summer is here and Christmas is almost upon us. The Cruising
Yacht Club’s Regatta (60th) will be a marvellous spectacle on
the water between Christmas and New Year, and the Rock
Symphony conducted (pardon the pun) in Kwinana the other
weekend was huge success with around 5000 people present
on the night. What a concert it was!

Optimism in the air? Reckon so.

3428863

Green Shoots - just grass or a future forest?

Loading mineral sandss at the Kwinana
Bulk Jetty

From the members and staff of the Kwinana Industries Council, Merry Christmas everyone! All the best for the festive season and stay safe.

Fremantle Ports delivered a positive result for Western
Australia from its commercial operations in 2016-17.
This enabled a return to Government of almost $43.2
million.
A continuing focus on workplace safety resulted in the
best safety results in 12 years and service improvements
were made in areas such as mooring safety, landside
logistics, manifest processing and data security.
Bulk commodities handled at Kwinana are an
increasingly important trade sector for the port. A
recent achievement in Fremantle Ports’ bulk business
was reaching the 25 million tonne milestone in iron ore
exports for Mineral Resources Limited. The company
has been shipping iron ore through the Kwinana Bulk
Terminal since November 2011.
As well as negotiating some new agreements with

existing companies, Fremantle Ports has identified
some new business opportunities.

Over the past year, several additional trades have
commenced for the bulk business sector. One of these
is the export of spodumene, an important source
of lithium for a wide range of industrial and other
applications.
Regular exporting of bauxite is occurring from the
Kwinana Bulk Terminal and silica sands are being
exported across the Kwinana Bulk Jetty.
In an Australian first, EVOL LNG was approved
by Fremantle Ports to bunker liquefied natural gas
(LNG), providing access to this cleaner shipping fuel
alternative for LNG-powered marine vessels visiting
the port. LNG fuel has a better environmental footprint
than traditional carbon fuel such as diesel and heavy
fuel oil.
The LNG bunkering is initially for the new duel fuel
offshore support vessels.
Fremantle Ports also continues to take an active role
in supporting events, education initiatives, wildlife
research and community activities in the port area.

KIC Education Partnership school principals winding up the year.
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near HopeValley for construction of the new navy ships, and
Civmec up in the Australian Marine Complex is continuing
to expand its footprint in this space also.

• Fabrication workshops in the support areas like Naval Base
are starting to get orders in their contract pipelines. This
work is building from the resource sector as well as from the
industrial strip.

Talk of the new Kwinana Outer Harbour port makes me
increasingly confident that this time the planning won’t be
wasted and it will actually get built. Industry knows that if
it does get built, and my money says it will, there will be a

massive expansion of industrial business in our region as the
4000ha of vacant industrial land starts to fill up because of the
port. The Westport Taskforce is underway and the Stakeholder
Reference group meets for the first time quite soon.

Summer is here and Christmas is almost upon us. The Cruising
Yacht Club’s Regatta (60th) will be a marvellous spectacle on
the water between Christmas and New Year, and the Rock
Symphony conducted (pardon the pun) in Kwinana the other
weekend was huge success with around 5000 people present
on the night. What a concert it was!

Optimism in the air? Reckon so.
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Green Shoots - just grass or a future forest?

Loading mineral sandss at the Kwinana
Bulk Jetty

From the members and staff of the Kwinana Industries Council, Merry Christmas everyone! All the best for the festive season and stay safe.

Fremantle Ports delivered a positive result for Western
Australia from its commercial operations in 2016-17.
This enabled a return to Government of almost $43.2
million.
A continuing focus on workplace safety resulted in the
best safety results in 12 years and service improvements
were made in areas such as mooring safety, landside
logistics, manifest processing and data security.
Bulk commodities handled at Kwinana are an
increasingly important trade sector for the port. A
recent achievement in Fremantle Ports’ bulk business
was reaching the 25 million tonne milestone in iron ore
exports for Mineral Resources Limited. The company
has been shipping iron ore through the Kwinana Bulk
Terminal since November 2011.
As well as negotiating some new agreements with

existing companies, Fremantle Ports has identified
some new business opportunities.

Over the past year, several additional trades have
commenced for the bulk business sector. One of these
is the export of spodumene, an important source
of lithium for a wide range of industrial and other
applications.
Regular exporting of bauxite is occurring from the
Kwinana Bulk Terminal and silica sands are being
exported across the Kwinana Bulk Jetty.
In an Australian first, EVOL LNG was approved
by Fremantle Ports to bunker liquefied natural gas
(LNG), providing access to this cleaner shipping fuel
alternative for LNG-powered marine vessels visiting
the port. LNG fuel has a better environmental footprint
than traditional carbon fuel such as diesel and heavy
fuel oil.
The LNG bunkering is initially for the new duel fuel
offshore support vessels.
Fremantle Ports also continues to take an active role
in supporting events, education initiatives, wildlife
research and community activities in the port area.

KIC Education Partnership school principals winding up the year.

KIC ASSOCIATE MEMBERS Air Liquide WA Pty Ltd | BASF Australia | Bayer Crop Science Pty Ltd | BOC Ltd | CBI Constructors | Crushing Services International | DBP (WA) | Degremont/ Suez | EcoLab Pty Ltd | Freo Group
CBH Group | Kleenheat KPF | Kwinana Cogen - Engie | Lanskey Construction | Macrofertil | NewGen Power | Nufarm Australia | Perth Energy | Phoenix Energy | Sims Metal Management | Summit Fertilisers | Tianqi Lithium Australia

Toxfree Kwinana | United Group Resources | Water Corporation
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Fostering positive relationships between
industry, community and Government
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best safety results in 12 years and service improvements
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logistics, manifest processing and data security.
Bulk commodities handled at Kwinana are an
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recent achievement in Fremantle Ports’ bulk business
was reaching the 25 million tonne milestone in iron ore
exports for Mineral Resources Limited. The company
has been shipping iron ore through the Kwinana Bulk
Terminal since November 2011.
As well as negotiating some new agreements with
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some new business opportunities.
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commenced for the bulk business sector. One of these
is the export of spodumene, an important source
of lithium for a wide range of industrial and other
applications.
Regular exporting of bauxite is occurring from the
Kwinana Bulk Terminal and silica sands are being
exported across the Kwinana Bulk Jetty.
In an Australian first, EVOL LNG was approved
by Fremantle Ports to bunker liquefied natural gas
(LNG), providing access to this cleaner shipping fuel
alternative for LNG-powered marine vessels visiting
the port. LNG fuel has a better environmental footprint
than traditional carbon fuel such as diesel and heavy
fuel oil.
The LNG bunkering is initially for the new duel fuel
offshore support vessels.
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in supporting events, education initiatives, wildlife
research and community activities in the port area.
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Lithium Valley – Enough with the reports already, it’s time for Action!
The McGowan government (Minister for Mines 
and Petroleum; Energy) has just released its 
report into the future of the battery industry.  It 
sets out the vision to grow Western Australia’s 
future battery industry and transform it into a 
significant source of economic development, 
diversification, jobs and world class skills.

Western Australia is now internationally 
recognised as the place with an abundant 
supply of ‘energy metals’ (lithium, cobalt, 
vanadium, tin, tantalum, nickel, manganese, 
magnesium) and rare earths – all needed to turn 
the contents of lithium minesites into battery 
storage technology to supply the world.  

And why shouldn’t we do it?  We have the 
raw materials, technological expertise, stable 
sovereign government, willing investors, and 
skilled work force.

What is Lithium Valley?  Well its not a ‘valley’, 
and neither is ‘Silicon Valley’ a valley.  It is a 
geographical place where innovation, advanced 
manufacturing and technological research are 
the themes.  Lithium Valley is now a brand, and 
the Europeans are referring to it, so it is now 
what it is.

Why do we want it?  A better future for our kids, 
new non-boom/bust foundation stone under 
our economy, fabrication and construction jobs, 
clustering for international competitiveness, value 
chain capture, innovation, economic wealth, 
environmental sustainability, international 
recognition and tourism.  That’s why. 

What is the ‘Value Chain’, and what does it 
mean for WA?  What do bulk ship loads of raw 
minerals, grain and livestock have in common?  
They are all valuable products shipped out in 
bulk without us doing anything further to them 
to add value back into our economy.  We are in 
effect exporting opportunity.  Participating in the 
Value Chain means we turn raw materials into 
the actual products that people use.  Grain to 
noodles, iron ore to steel, lithium concentrate to 
batteries, local content - you get the drift.  The 
clever countries do it.

What’s been done to date?  Long story short – 
not much in terms of direct promotion, but in 
spite of this, numerous companies from all parts 
of the value chain (minesite to lithium battery) 
are planning to come here, and the world’s 
biggest battery raw material producer (Tianqi) is 
already here, with others hot on their heels. 

Which companies are 
officially arriving?  
Who is interested?  The European Union is, and 
targets are being set for their cars to be electric 
within the next 15 years.  Other countries 
(America and many on the Indian-Ocean rim) 
are going down this path also. 

Why are they choosing the Kwinana Industrial 
Area?  Our industrial area, the State’s Premier 
Industrial Area, has numerous strategic 
advantages – a highly skilled workforce and 
local expert fabricators.  We are close to all the 
raw materials, and potentially have a highly 
integrated port/road/rail network. We are the 
world’s best example of industrial symbiosis 
at work. 

What research has been 
done?  
One word – “lots”.  Here’s the main reports, and 
note firstly how recent they all are, and how 
diverse their writers are.

Kwinana Industries Council.   Trade Flows 
and the Development of Westport (late 
2017) www.kic.org.au  

Regional Development Australia (Perth).  
Lithium Valley: Establishing the Case for 
Energy Metals and Battery Manufacture in 
Western Australia (2018) www.rdaperth.org

Committee for Perth.  Kwinana as a Catalyst 
for Economic Development (2018) www.
committeeforperth.com.au

Association of Mining and Exploration 
Companies.  A lithium industry in Australia 
(2018)  www.futuresmart.com.au 

Trade and Investment Commission 
(Austrade), Federal Government of Australia. 
The Lithium-ion Battery Value Chain: New 
Economy Opportunities for Australia (2018)  
www.austrade.gov.au/invest 

WA State Government.   Future Battery 
Industry Strategy Western Australia (2019) 
www.jtsi.wa.gov.au  

CCIWA.  WA’s Future in the Lithium Battery 
Value Chain (2018)  www.cciwa.com 

What does this tell us?  Lithium Valley can 
succeed, it is in the right place at the right time 
internationally.  The research says this is so.  The 
companies that are here or which are coming here 
have done their homework.  It will be a reality, so…

What could possibly go wrong?  Potentially, 
lots.  Here are a couple of recent examples of 
what we (as a State) need to do differently:

•  For a potential battery value chain company 
looking to set up in Kwinana, the landside 
transport logistics added 30% onto the cost 
of getting its bulk raw material shipped here 
from another country.  

o  The result?  The company will be setting 
up in a different country.  

o  Cost to the State?  Fabrication, 
construction and operational jobs not 
created.  Reputational damage.

•  A simple planning approval process for 
a major producer into the value chain is 
estimated at 12 months minimum.  But this 
is where the proposed industrial process is 
exactly the same as one previously approved 
not 500m away, and this is all well inside the 
industrial core.  All I ask is why so long? 

Other things that could go wrong, AND WHICH 
ARE FIXABLE, are what I call the “constraints on 
industrial development”.  These are:

Industrial land availability.  
•  There are no large industrial sites left in the 

State’s Premier Industrial Area.  Yes this is 
true.  

•  There are very few mid-sized lots left, 
including in the Rockingham Industrial Zone.  

•  Latitude 32 is opportunity going begging, its 
development appears to be not progressing.  
Have we been caught napping?

Other constraints include:

• limited access to additional rail slots, 

• industrial road intersection congestion, 

• access to industrial process water, 

• outer harbour berth availability,

•  ‘on-market’ industrially-zoned land, 

• cumbersome planning approval processes, 

•  complex governmental governance 
arrangements with multiple departments 
involved, 

•  no apparent interdepartmental strategic 
industrial area planning, and of major 
importance; 

•  getting the buffer zone locked down and 
legislating it once and for all.  This is the only 
way to stop residential property developers 
from severely compromising existing and 
future industry.   

As I said, ALL THESE ARE FIXABLE, with the 
will.

What will help?  

•  The new port in Kwinana.  The McGowan 
government’s pre-election commitment 
to plan for and transition to a new port 
in Kwinana is the trigger to get all of these 
constraints fixed.

•  Oh, and one other thing, the establishment of 
an overarching single Industrial Development 
Authority responsible for everything in 
the Western Trade Coast from planning to 
international business development, would 
be a godsend.


