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WA Lithium  

 

Media Release in response to the WA Lithium announcement to locate its new 

refinery in the Kwinana Industrial Area. 

 

Quick facts: 
 The Kwinana Industrial Area (KIA) is located within the Western Trade Coast (WTC), 

which is located around 30kms from the Perth CBD.  The WTC contains the industrial 

precincts of the KIA, Australian Marine Complex (AMC), Latitude 32, and 

Rockingham Industry Zone (RIZ). 

 The WTC contains approximately 2,000ha of developed industrial land and another 

4,000ha of undeveloped land.   The companies operating in the WTC are 

responsible for the direct employment of around 5,000 workers and the indirect 

employment of a further 26,000.  It contributes in the order of $16Bn into the State’s 

economy annually. 

 Kwinana Industries Council (KIC) is the peak industry association in the WTC 

advocating in the collegiate interests of its industry members, and is fully funded by 

its membership. 

 The KIA is internationally recognised as the world’s best practice example of 

industrial symbiosis at work.  There are 158 exchanges including waste products, 

special purpose products, waste heat and gases, and utilities continuously passing 

between participating companies. 

Key points: 
 The KIA, and more broadly the WTC offers incoming companies access to: 

o the State’s largest pool of industrially-skilled technicians, engineers, chemists, 

technicians, process operators and advanced trades people; 

o land that is insulated from the pressures of sensitive land use (residential 

housing) encroachment due to the presence of a world-class buffer zone; 

o the knowledge and experience of a substantial and highly skilled 

maintenance and construction sector that works side by side with industry; 

o existing synergy connections and the potential for new connections, which 

serve to lower the production cost structure; 

o freight supply/delivery transport infrastructure networks that include port, 

road and rail connections, both internationally and extending deeply into 

the regions and remote parts of the State; 

o a stable political environment, where the McGowan Government has 

committed to the  planning for, and subsequent building and transition of 

the Fremantle Inner Harbour to a new deep water, internationally 

competitive port in Kwinana.  Industry welcomes this.  
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 Several new companies have announced or are announcing their entry into the 

industrial area.   

o Phoenix Energy, Puma Energy, Puma Bitumen, Sami Bitumen, Tianqi (further) 

stages, BMT Mercury Technology (mercury recovery), Nickelwest expansion, 

New Energy.  There are others in the pre-announcement phase, and some 

amongst them relate to the energy storage industry. 

o WA Lithium is the latest of these. 

Statements that can be attributed to Chris Oughton, Director of Kwinana Industries 

Council. 
 We congratulate WA Lithium on its wise decision to locate its new refinery within the 

Kwinana Industrial Area.  Locating the refinery in amongst the existing heavy 

industries will allow the company to benefit from the industrial synergies that exist 

and to tap into the very significant pool of engineers, technicians, process 

operators and trades men and women that form the large and experienced pool 

of people working in the area.   

 The Kwinana Industrial Area is a great place for the lithium, or more broadly the 

energy storage industry, to set up internationally competitive operations that add 

value to our State’s raw materials. 

 The value adding down-stream processing of our raw materials is the most likely 

way for the State to be able to trade its way out of its debt.   

 This announcement starts to consolidate WA, and more particularly Kwinana, as the 

world’s centre for the fledgling battery storage industry. 
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