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How do we secure the Western
Trade Coast (WTC) as WA’s world
class industrial destination?
The answers are detailed in a report
written and published by Regional
Development Australia (RDA)
(Perth).
“Enabling the Western Trade
Coast; Creating WA’s World
Class Industrial Destination, A
Perspective from Industry” (the
Report) is a frank perspective from
industry, setting out its ‘no-spin’
views of what it collectively needs
for the long haul.
The Report can be found at www.
kic.org.au down the bottom of the
‘Home’ page.
Not often is the voice of
industry consolidated into one
comprehensive document, but
here it is!
The Report is long overdue. It’s
written in an easy-read format, and
sets out our recommendations with
abundant clarity.
When you read the chapters and
their recommendations, you’ll see
that what industry is saying will set
the scene for major growth for our
region, and for the State.
I’ve set out the chapter headings
below with a summary of the
associated recommendations and
key messages. Do they hit the
mark for you?
Governance
The key to all of what’s in the
Report is the creation of a special
(government-owned) Development
Board, much like the Metropolitan
Regional Authority or South West
Development Commission.
The Authority would take on
everything
from
international
business development, attraction
and concierge work (call it ‘trade

Introducing the brand new report - Enabling the Western Trade Coast ….
you don’t know what you don’t know!

outreach’), infrastructure planning
and delivery, major project
management, bringing industrial
land to market, environmental and
contracts management, workforce
skill development, and much
more.
It brings private sector business
expertise to the decision table, and
accountability for outcomes.
The New Port at Kwinana
Industry needs modern port support
infrastructure if it is to compete
globally and be successful.
The proposed new port means the
modernisation of the whole freight
task – road, rail and port.
Freight will get to the new port via
Anketell Road – from the wharf to
the Tonkin Highway. Very efficient.
The new port opens up the
undeveloped part of the WTC,
more than 2,000ha, for new
industries to come in.
It is the trigger for the economic
prosperity of our region.
Land Allocation and Planning
The Report says “Behind the
projection of Western Australia to
become a dominant Indian Ocean
trade player, the Western Trade
Coast also holds the key to the
State’s manufacturing future.”
The Report recommends the
expansion of the heaving industrial
core into Latitude 32, and taking
a perspective on getting industrial
land to market – and quickly.
Defence Futures
The Australian Marine Complex in
Henderson is in need of expansion
– it’s full due to its own success.
The Report sets out how this can
be achieved, and in a novel way!
It goes in hard on building local
defence capability, and makes

recommendations on how to link
its expansion with the new port in
Kwinana to be located to its south.
Workforce Readiness
None of this works without having
a well-skilled workforce. We have
one now, and that is certain. But
as industry grows and expands,
we’ll need to double the number of
skilled workers.
It’s a good time for a Year 10 high
school student to be thinking about
careers in industry, and if you are,
check out KIC’s programs in order to
help you get there – very extensive.
www.kic.org.au/education.
Training, and programs to assist

mature people get back into
industry jobs will be a key task.
Zero Carbon Economy and
Sustainability
We have to transition to the sort of
economy that fits this description.
Transitional gas, carbon offsets and
sequestration, renewable energy
sources, microgrids, energy storage,
water re-use, waste to energy, a
utilities marketing desk, industrial
symbiosis, and environmental
enhancement – these all point to
the need for a strategic overview.
Check out www.kic.org.au/industry
Congratulations to RDA (Perth) and
CEO Colleen Yates for bringing

together this terrific Report – a job
well done!
I commend the Report to the
Premier, Mark McGowan and his
government, to the people in our
region, and to the people of WA.
Oh yes, and if you want to see what
the industrial area is all about,
jump online and take a tour of
the Western Trade Coast from the
comfort of your armchair – go to
https://kic.org.au/industry-tours/ . I
guarantee you’ll learn a great deal
about the State’s Premier Industrial
Area, well that’s what everyone
says when they finish the tour.

Water Corporation supporting industry in Kwinana through supply of recycled wastewater
Water is a critical input to industrial
products and processes in
Kwinana and is often an important
component in maintaining
operations for industrial producers.
While the need for water in industry
remains constant, water supply
in Western Australia has changed
significantly in recent times.
Due to climate change, we have
seen an 80 per cent reduction in
average streamflow into Perth
dams compared to the
1970s.

Climate-independent water
sources, such as desalination,
groundwater replenishment and
wastewater recycling, have been
essential to maintain our way
of life.

Corporation’s largest wastewater
treatment plant at Woodman
Point to produce high quality, fitfor-purpose recycled water for
customers, including BP, CSBP,
Engie, Tronox, and Tianqi Lithium.

Industry in Kwinana is part of this
diverse approach to help secure
WA’s water supply and reduce the
environmental footprint.

In that time, KWRP has produced
around 80 gigalitres of recycled
water, which is equivalent to around
a third of Water Corporation’s
total annual supply to the Perth
metropolitan area.

Commissioned in 2004, Kwinana
Water Reclamation Plant (KWRP)
further processes secondarytreated wastewater from Water

Recycling wastewater reduces the
pressure on the potable supply

and, in the case of KWRP, supplies
industrial customers with higher
quality water better suited to their
operations.
The success of KWRP in meeting
industry needs, and the growing
demand for water in Kwinana,
provides an opportunity for Water
Corporation to explore expansion
opportunities to further benefit
Kwinana customers.
Water Corporation is currently in
the early stage of scoping a project
to investigate the viability of

Kwinana Water Reclamation Plant, Kwinana

expanding KWRP, with a possible
delivery forecast of the next
three to five years.
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