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New entrants – BMT, FYI 
Resources 
So what’s been happening this year in the 
industrial area?  Quite a bit really, much more that 
you might think.

•  Tianqi Lithium, the Lithium hydroxide plant 
(essential base chemical for lithium batteries) is 
now being commissioned.  It’s the biggest of its 
kind in the world.

•  Covalent Lithium – their site has been allocated 
in Kwinana and planning is underway.  This 
project is a joint venture between Chilean 
company SQM and our very own Wesfarmers.  
Lots of great synergies there.

•  Avertas Energy, Australia’s first energy from 
waste facility is emerging out of the ground.  
This facility combusts kerbside waste destined 
for a landfill at extremely high temperature and 
produces electricity as a by-product.  

•  BMT Mercury has just been officially opened.  
This is Australia’s first mercury recovery facility, 
but one of many operated by BMT throughout 
the world.  Its input material is the mercury-laden 
waste stream from the oil and gas industry up 
north, and the facility solves an important waste 
storage problem for that particular industry.

•  BHP Kwinana Nickel Refinery – construction 
and commissioning of its brand-new Nickel 
sulphide plant.  This chemical is a major 
ingredient in the lithium battery production 
process.  This is a perfect example of downstream 
value adding being done from mine-site down 
into battery ingredient production.  How good 
is that!  Will we see the arrival of a battery 
manufacturer to complete the down-stream 
mine to battery story soon I wonder? 

•  FYI Resources – another ingredient in lithium 
batteries is high purity alumina – (99-99.5%).  
FYI will be making this in the industrial area 
after their announcement earlier this month.

•  Sami Bitumen recently commissioned its new 
production facility in Kwinana.  This followed 
hot on the heels of the commissioning of its 
joint venture partner (and neighbour) Puma 
Bitumen this year.  

•  Kibaran Resources recently announced its 
project and location – also in the industrial 
area. Their product is battery graphite for the 

lithium ion market.  

So, are you seeing a theme here?  I am, and it’s 
this… Lithium Valley in the Kwinana Industrial 
Area is happening!

There are many more companies in the wings, and 
I’m sure several more that I don’t know about yet.  
I wonder what the list will look like this time next 
year.

And then of course there’s…

The new Port in Kwinana
As the Westport process heads inexorably toward 
making its recommendation to the McGowan  
Government to make a decision on the preferred 
location of the new port in March, business interest 
is mounting.  
It’s looking 
more and more 
likely that the 
location to be 
announced will 
be Kwinana as 
the long-term 
container and 
bulk freight 
port, but as we 
know we’ve 
been here a 

number of times before.  What’s different this 
time?  Well from where I see it, the analysis being 
run by Westport has been logical, systematic and 
thorough.  The business case that is emerging 
seems compelling, and there is an election a little 
over a year away.  There is increasing interest from 
industrial companies who are looking to secure a 
footprint near a new port in Kwinana to establish 
their businesses, and their entry will lead to 
construction and new permanent jobs.  

Jobs
All of these projects mean jobs, both in 
construction and in the long-term operational 

phase of each.  
An interesting 
statistic is that 
two thirds of the 
30,000 workers 
who attribute 
their jobs to the 
industrial area, 
live within 15 
kms of their 
workplace.  I am 
optimistic that 
large numbers of 
these new jobs 

will come from this community, and so skilling up 
is going to be important.

As an industry association, what are we doing 
about this?  Well lots really, but we are focused on 
the students in the 17 high schools in this region.  
Perhaps you have heard about the programs we 
run in association with the high schools?  There 
are plenty of details about it on our website  
www.kic.org.au   In essence, what we are trying to 
do with the programs we run is to raise awareness 
about the range of careers available in industry, and 
to connect students with those career pathways 
through site visits and interaction with industry 
people.  We’re putting around 250 students a 
year through the various programs now, and it’s 
still expanding.  We do this with no government 
assistance by the way.  It’s all funded by industry, 
with a little from each of the partnering high 
schools.

iCONFERENCE
Each year we bring together all the Year-10 students 
who have attended our programs for our annual 
conference.  The conference is held at Murdoch 
University and it rounds off their KIC activities.  By 
finishing these programs students get a ‘C-Grade’ 
unit for their WACE.

This year we invited Tia Jones, (pictured above) 
an apprentice with CSBP and past graduate of our 
programs to talk to the students.  Tia completed 
KIC’s iWOMEN (Year 10) course followed by our 
Metals and Engineering School Based Traineeship, 
giving her a Certificate ll in Engineering, and after 
that she went straight into her apprenticeship.  Tia 
spoke about her career journey and where she 
sees her career pathway heading.

Being impressed with this, one of the students 
made this comment on their feedback form.  

 “Today, my favourite thing I enjoyed about the 
iCONFERENCE was listening at the beginning to 
Tia who is doing an apprenticeship at CSBP.  Her 
speech was very inspiring and she gave us great 
advice”.

We call this growing the future industry work 
force from the bottom up!   
And it works.

Chris Oughton, 
Director KIC
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Seasons 
Greetings 

On behalf of the Board and members 
of the KIC we wish the members of this 
community a safe and happy Christmas 
holidays.  It’s a stressful time in the 
lead up to the break, so a little more 
tolerance will go a long way toward 
everyone being happier and safer.  

To the workers in industry, we thank 
you for your efforts over the past 
year.  There has been some tough stuff 
going on, but while we’re not out of 
the woods just yet, there is certainly 
the scent of optimism on the breeze.  
Remember to keep a watchful eye on 

your workmates at this time of the year, 
because some can be doing it pretty 
tough for all sorts of reasons.
Merry Christmas and happy holidays to 
you all, and let’s look forward to 2020 
being a great year for this region.

Chris Oughton

Tia Jones, an apprentice with CSBP and past graduate of our programs

Hands on activities at the iCONFERENCE


