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What’s with all the cranes
on the industrial skyline?
Well, as always there has been
lots of activity in the industrial
area and KIC is amongst it.
There’s a lot happening in both
the Kwinana Industrial Area
(KIA) and Rockingham Industry
Zone (RIZ). New industries are
coming, with many of these
associated with the materials
needed for the Lithium battery
industry overseas.
Australia’s ﬁrst two waste
to energy plants are under
construction (just look for the tall
cranes to ﬁnd them), and both
are a welcome complement to
the existing range of industries.
They produce electricity from
waste that would otherwise have
gone to landﬁll, and that energy
has 50% renewable credits. The
ﬁrst one, Avertas, will be sending
its bottom ash to a new company
that will convert that material to

concrete aggregate. Zero waste!

End of Financial Year roundup
New port in Kwinana. Looks like
this time around we’re ﬁnally
going to get the new port. This
is the third time we’ve got to the
point where the government has
a plan to move the container
terminal from Fremantle to
Kwinana. Twice before it has
been shelved for all the wrong
reasons. Industry, existing and
future, needs these new port
facilities to be located in the KIA,
with the efﬁcient export transport
links overseas, and out into our
regions, that come with it. The
detailed planning is underway to
achieve the new port this time,
so please stay strong on this
Premier McGowan.

Similarly, NickelWest’s new
nickel sulphate plant (also
needed for the battery industry)
should be exporting by the end
of the year.

Hydrogen. What’s all the fuss
about? Well… the world is
moving to a net zero carbon
base, like it or not. This means
it will transition in time from
petroleum-based energy (diesel,
natural gas) to hydrogen.
It seems the transition is
underway. International buyers
of our production materials
will demand demonstrably zero
carbon emission supply chains.

If you have an interest in
industrial symbiosis – the
exchange of products and byproducts between companies
to minimise waste in a circular
economy environment, then
take a look at the new 2020 data
on our website www.kic.org.au/
industry/synergies. This replaces
the 2013 diagram, re-conﬁrming
the KIA’s position as the world’s
best example of industrial
symbiosis at work – literally!

In
a
way,
governments
talking about net zero targets
is irrelevant, because the
shareholders of the companies
are demanding this. That’s why
so many have publicly stated
their net zero ambitions. Let’s
face it folks, it’s happening, and
hydrogen will do the heavy lifting.
The KIA, with interconnected
synergies already in place, will
be the logical place for this
new industry to establish itself.

It is fantastic to see Tianqi Lithium
back into its commissioning
phase, and ﬁngers crossed we’ll
see lithium hydroxide exported
to the countries building electric
vehicles by the end of the year.

Watch this space, is all I can say.
Industrial Buffer Zone. The
KIC Board (and noting that any
government trading enterprises
with positions on the Board have
appropriately abstained from
discussion and voting on this
matter, despite being directly
impacted by buffer uncertainty)
has formed the view that the
State’s statutory planning process
is biased towards the interests of
residential property developers.
The preservation of the industrial
buffer zone is mission-critical for
industry’s long term future.
The parts of the zone nearest
to the housing can ﬁll up with
light industry and commercial
activities, no issue whatsoever.
But to put housing into the
buffer zone, and this is actually
happening, is improper. Where
are the government departments
that are supposed to look after
industry? Well, they are not
talking to KIC, that’s for sure.
Missing in action.
Prior to the State election this
year, KIC was asking for a
commitment to introduce the
same legislation that exists in
New South Wales, Queensland
and the Australian Capital
Territory; to ban political
donations
from
property
developers and their related
parties.
Why did those States do
Perhaps they could have
an ongoing problem
inappropriate inﬂuences,

this?
had
with
let’s

call it for what it is – future
favours
in
exchange
for
donations now – and needed to
stop it. It is illegal there, yet it is
legal here in WA. Who is right
and who is wrong? We think WA
is wrong.
But this isn’t just about the
political donations that have
gone on for decades, it is also
about possible corruption of
public ofﬁcers – the public
servants.
Did you know that public
servants who know about
inappropriate inﬂuences either
of themselves or their colleagues,
could be committing a crime if
they don’t report their activity
or suspicions to the Crime and
Corruption Commission?
One doesn’t have to be able
to read the tea leaves to know
that in time, as industry’s
pressure to retain its essential
buffer zone continues to build,
and as the inﬂuence of the
property developers gets more
persuasive, the result must be
conﬂict, and it will be public.
Those who have been engaged
in improper decision making,
who take the inducements
in exchange for favorable
decisions, will inevitably face
their consequences. Think WA
Inc.
And on a brighter note, the
industrial areas are on track
to grow, which means more
employment and economic
activity for our region and for
the State.

bp Kwinana reﬁnery celebrates history as it looks to the future
More than 50 former bp
Kwinana reﬁnery employees
and family members enjoyed an
opportunity to return to the site
for one last look as part of bp’s
reﬁnery celebration activities.
The group, which included
former reﬁnery managers and
employees from during the
y construction in the
reﬁnery’s
1950s, shared stories and
spoke with current

reﬁnery team members before
taking a bus tour of the site.
The visit, arranged for the bp
Society of WA comes after bp
announced the closure of the
reﬁnery and its conversion to
a fuel import terminal, with
exploration into clean energy
options for the site.
The shutdown now complete,
the site transition will be
ongoing, with the supply of fuel

and other products maintained
as the site operates as a fuel
import terminal.
Reﬁnery transition manager
Paul Alford said recognizing
the reﬁnery’s importance to
the Kwinana area and thanking
all that have contributed
to its decades of successful
p
y focus.
operations
is a key
“It was fantastic to see more
than 650 of our current

employees and their families
attend our family days in March
and to have now welcomed
back to site some of the people
that were there in the very
beginning,” he said.

important wildlife information.”

“We’ve also recently joined
Perth NRM for a community
tree planting event and we were
pleased to have our community
partner Native Arc onsite
during our family days to share

Images from the reﬁnery’s
history are being shared via
an online gallery available
from
www.bp.com.au/
celebratekwinana

“As we look to clean energy
opportunities for the site we
will continue to work closely
with our Kwinana community.”
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