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Introduction

The Kwinana Industries Council has a membership of 
20 full members and 34 associate members, including 
all the major industries found in the Western Trade 
Coast, which includes the Kwinana Industrial Area. 

Its members are major drivers of economic activity for 
the State and Australian economies with annual activity 
valued at nearly $15 billion per annum and employing 
more than 40,000 workers, with around two-thirds living 
in the local community.

The Kwinana Industries Council (KIC) 
serves as the peak industry association 
for the Western Trade Coast, 
representing the diverse range of 
industries that contribute significantly 
to Western Australia’s economy. 

17
full 
members

34
associate 
members

KIC 
members

2/3
live locally

40,000 
workers

$15 billion
per annum
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The Kwinana Industries Council was established 
in 1991 with its primary goals being to:

Introduction

The KIC, as a peak industry association, is well respected for 
what it represents, how it operates and what it has achieved. 
It pursues its goals through a range of formal member 
committees set up to provide input on issues of common 
interest to member companies. This document has been 
guided, shaped and informed by the members.

The Western Trade Coast has a 65-year history of supporting 
industrial activity and was one of the first heavy industrial 
areas established in Western Australia.  

Covering 3,900 hectares between Munster and Rockingham, 
the Western Trade Coast includes the Kwinana Industrial 
Area, Rockingham Industry Zone, Australian Marine Complex 
and Latitude 32. 

Today, the Western Trade Coast is an active industrial 
precinct, with diverse and unique synergies that link its 
four industrial areas. An attractive location for industrial 
development, the Western Trade Coast possesses an 
integrated industrial symbiosis, where companies located in 
the region engage in product and biproduct exchanges and 
innovative collaborations.  

The Western Trade Coast is set to become strategically 
more significant with the development of Westport, the 
Government’s future port located in Kwinana, national 
efforts to become a renewables superpower, and emerging 
defence opportunities through AUKUS. These are in 
addition to the new projects being pursued or planned by 
individual companies.

As we approach the 2025 State election, the KIC presents 
this policy document to highlight our priority issues and 
recommendations for the next government. These issues 
are pivotal for the continued success and competitiveness 
of heavy industry in the region, and we urge policymakers 
to consider them with utmost seriousness.

Promote a positive image of Kwinana industry;

Work towards the long-term viability of Kwinana industry;

Coordinate and deliver a range of essential industry services;

Highlight the contribution Kwinana industry makes to the community;

Represent members with key stakeholders and decision makers  
including state and federal governments; and

Deliver education and training programs to grow the pipeline  
of local workers employed with member companies.
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Executive Summary
The Western Trade Coast, including the Kwinana Industrial 
Area, stands as a testament to the economic prosperity 
and industrial prowess of our state. Boasting a diverse 
range of manufacturing, energy, transport, processing, 
and chemical and petroleum facilities, it serves as a 
cornerstone of our economy, providing employment 
opportunities and driving growth. It is our premier heavy 
industrial area, and its future is bright.

The Kwinana Industrial Area is integral to the State’s 
economic success and key sectors, such as manufacturing, 
mining and agriculture, depend on local industry to supply 
them with the crucial products needed to operate.

The Western Trade Coast is undergoing a major transformation 
with new projects, industries and expansions being 
planned. These include several internationally significant 
opportunities including Westport and defence projects as 
part of AUKUS. 

Coordinated action across  
the Western Trade Coast
Adopting a coordinated, whole of 
government policy, planning and 
regulatory approach to support 
the future growth of the Western 
Trade Coast – the State’s premier 
heavy industrial area.

Decarbonisation
Transitioning towards 
decarbonisation is 
imperative for the 
sustainability of the heavy 
industry sector, requiring 
support and incentives 
from the government.

Westport
The future development 
of port infrastructure, 
including Westport, is 
critical for supporting 
the export capabilities of 
the region’s industries.

1 3

2

The following policy priorities have been identified 
by KIC as crucial areas for the next Western 

Australian Government to address:
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Introduction

These projects, combined with other planned investments 
along the Western Trade Coast, require strategic investment, 
planning and policy by government to create an environment 
that attracts investment, creates jobs, and builds prosperity 
for the state.

It is imperative the next State Government commits to a 
long-term view for the future of the Western Trade Coast by 
committing to the future growth, prosperity and sustainability 
of Western Australia’s premier heavy industrial area.

Land use and planning
Effective land use and 
planning policies are 
essential to accommodate 
industrial growth while 
ensuring compatibility with 
surrounding communities.

Critical infrastructure
Additional investment 
in local roads, rail, 
pipelines, and electricity 
infrastructure are 
necessary to support 
industrial operations and 
facilitate growth.

Building skills and labour 
Developing a skilled 
workforce is essential 
to meet the evolving 
demands of the industrial 
sector and ensure its 
long-term viability.

Each of these priority areas is discussed in detail below, outlining their importance for local industry 
and the actions required from the next State Government to provide assistance and support.

4

5

6
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Coordinated  
action across the 
Western Trade Coast

1

The Western Trade Coast, including 
the Kwinana Industrial Area, is poised 
for a period of considerable growth 
and transformation, led by Westport, 
renewables and advanced manufacturing, 
and new defence related activities.

It is essential that the next State Government works in 
partnership with local industry to properly plan for this 
expansion by ensuring an environment is created that 
encourages investment, expansion and new entrants. 

This requires an integrated and whole of government 
approach to the future development of the Western Trade 
Coast covering key policy areas such as regulation and 
approvals, critical infrastructure, labour and workforce 
development, and planning. Currently, there are many 
examples of planned projects being unnecessarily delayed by 
inefficient and excessively bureaucratic government decision 
making processes, often involving multiple agencies.  

Western Trade Coast

Kwinana Industrial Area (KIA)

Latitude 32

Australian Marine Complex (AMC)

Ag Department / Other

Alcoa Residue Disposal Areas

Rockingham Industrial Zone (RIZ) 
Western Trade Coast boundary
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Three target industries (renewable hydrogen;  
future-facing minerals processing; and ship building 
and sustainment) have been identified to transform the 
Western Trade Coast into a Global Advanced Industries 
Hub and an infrastructure strategy is being prepared to 
guide this transformation.

Over recent years, the State Government has taken 
important steps to recognise the economic significance 
of the Western Trade Coast by establishing the Global 
Advanced Industries Hub Taskforce to guide the growth 
and transformation of the area. The Kwinana Industries 
Council has been a proactive participant and contributor 
throughout this process. Industry is eagerly awaiting the 
outcomes of this work.

It is essential that this work now focusses on delivery 
and implementation to allow industry to thrive and foster 
along the Western Trade Coast. Many of these priority 
areas of activity are outlined throughout this document.

Specifically, KIC urges  
the government to:

 
Progress the work of the Global Advanced 
Industries Hub Taskforce with a focus 
on implementing the actions and 
recommendations of the work undertaken 
in partnership with industry over the past 
two years.

Deliver on commitments in the 2024-25  
State Budget on the creation of a 
Strategic Industries Fund, including 
industrial land allocation.

Appoint a Parliamentary Secretary  
for the Western Trade Coast, reporting 
to the Premier and working across all 
areas of government, to help oversee the 
implementation of a coordinated plan  
for the Western Trade Coast. The key  
areas of focus are outlined throughout  
this document.

Appoint a senior public servant with 
the authority to issue directions across 
government departments and agencies to 
ensure there is a coordinated, streamlined 
and effective delivery of initiatives for the 
Western Trade Coast.

Coordinated action across the W
estern Trade Coast
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Decarbonisation2

The decarbonisation of the Kwinana industrial base is 
critical for the maintenance of a competitive local industry 
supplying not only WA and interstate markets, but global 
markets as well. Central to the decarbonisation of industry is 
its ability and capacity to rapidly transition current electricity 
use to (green) renewables-sourced power supplies.

A number of companies located in the Kwinana Industrial 
Area have already adopted policies directed toward 
achieving ‘net zero carbon’ by certain dates, with all of these 
being by or before 2050. A number of these enterprises 
are part of large global corporations which are expected to 
comply with company policies to align their businesses with 
international trends and market expectations. 

Industry is committed to playing its part, but the government 
needs to develop and implement policies that support 
local industry and create an even playing field. The State 
Government can assist by supporting efforts at a national 
level to curb carbon leakage through the introduction of a 
carbon border adjustment mechanism or similar policies. 

Carbon leakage occurs when the production of emissions 
intensive trade exposed (EITE) goods shifts to jurisdictions 
with more lenient emissions/climate policies. Carbon leakage 
risks undermining national climate action and adversely 
affecting the competitiveness of Safeguard covered entities 
undertaking decarbonisation activities in Australia. Such 
measures are needed to ensure local industry is not globally 
disadvantaged by taking emission reduction action.

The Kwinana Industries Council has worked with its members 
to undertake a carbon reduction project which began with the 
creation of a database of current emission levels. The second 
phase involved exploring the potential broad-based mitigation 
actions by capturing data to identify the technologies that 
have been developed/developing to reduce CO2 in the 
environment, what research is being undertaken by tertiary 
educators, what are the opportunities for collaboration and 
what work is being done by government.

Recent announcements by the Federal Government to invest 
in the future of industry and manufacturing to make Australia 
a renewables superpower provide significant opportunities 
for Western Australia and the Western Trade Coast. The 
State’s premier heavy industrial area is the ideal location for 
investment in future industries and manufacturing, building 
on decades of success and sustained investment.

The next State Government needs to work with companies 
operating across our premier heavy industrial area to ensure 
the majority of funding allocated for the Future Made in 
Australia initiative is invested in Western Australia. 

While the State Government has introduced some initiatives 
through its Climate Policy to support manufacturing and 
future industries, such as the renewable hydrogen strategy 
and hydrogen fund, more needs to be done to support 
industry across the Western Trade Coast lower their 
emissions, encourage the establishment of renewable energy 
markets, and the transition to renewable energy products. For 
example, work has begun on a Carbon Capture Utilisation and 
Storage Action Plan which provides an opportunity for the 
State Government to invest in a CO2 collection pipeline from 
the Kwinana Industrial Area and ensure CCS opportunities 
are pursued. This Action Plan, with clear commitments from 
government, needs to be finalised and delivered. 

The State’s energy transition is in its early stages, and while 
some of the opportunities being explored are exciting and 
showing promise, the economic reality is that the cost for 
industry consumers to switch to alternative energy sources is 
prohibitively high. KIC members are reporting that renewable 
energy costs up to four times more than fossil fuel sources.

While it is expected that over time this cost differential 
will even out, as evidenced in the adoption of any new 
technologies as markets develop, the next State Government 
needs to work with industry to create an environment that 
encourages investment, the take up of alternative energy 
sources and reduces the financial barriers associated with 
the energy transition.

The transition towards decarbonisation is a global imperative, and the members of the 
Kwinana Industries Council are playing a critical role in seeking to reduce emissions by 
embracing new technologies, new energy sources and new methods of production. 
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The next State Government should provide incentives in 
the form of a temporary subsidy to industry consumers 
to support them to adopt new technologies and the 
transition to new energy sources. A subsidy to alternative 
energy sources, bringing them more in line with traditional 
sources, will not only speed up the process of creating a 
sustainable market, it will encourage companies to invest 
in alternative and renewable energy ventures. The KIC 
suggests that the subsidy be paid to consumers as an 
incentive to make the transition.

The Western Trade Coast, with all its advantages outlined 
through this document, is already playing a major role in 
the State’s energy transition. 

The Western Trade Coast is a jewel in the crown of the 
State’s Decarbonisation agenda, with projects including 
hydrogen, biofuels, green ammonia, waste to energy 
processing, battery storage and renewable energy. 

Our goal is for the State’s premier heavy industrial area to 
be a global leader, and an exemplar, in decarbonisation. 

To do so, the State Government needs to invest in 
common-user critical infrastructure such as transmission 
lines and pipelines to create an environment that attracts 
and encourages private sector investment in new  
cutting-edge technologies. 

The KIC has identified that a significant and current 
constraint on industry’s ability to implement 
decarbonisation strategies is the lack of transmission 
capacity within the SWIS transmission network.  It is 
currently unable to expand its ability to transmit large 
amounts of renewable-generated power from remote and 
regional generation locations (wind and solar) to the heavy 
base load demand of industry in the Western Trade Coast.

Specifically, KIC urges  
the government to:

 
Advocate to the Federal Government to 
ensure the majority of funding through 
the Future Made in Australia initiative is 
invested in Western Australia, and more 
specifically, the Western Trade Coast.

Create an environment through 
infrastructure investment and subsidies 
that assist with the take up of alternative 
energy sources and support private sector 
investors in new technologies.

Support local heavy industry and 
manufacturing by establishing clear goals, 
targets and incentives to encourage the 
adoption of low-carbon technologies and 
processes in heavy industry.

Collaborate with industry partners to 
develop a roadmap for decarbonisation 
that balances environmental objectives 
with economic competitiveness.

Decarbonisation
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The Kwinana Industries Council strongly supports the construction of the new 
outer harbour and associated infrastructure as it will unlock additional economic 
growth and opportunities for the State’s premier major industrial area. 

The KIC has proactively and constructively engaged in the planning and 
consultation undertaken so far, and encourages the Government and its 
agencies to continue to consult closely with local industry.

As the project passes significant milestones, including environmental 
assessment referral and the completion of the business case, the next State 
Government must prioritise the implementation of the Westport Strategy to 
ensure the timely development of port facilities and supporting infrastructure 
that can accommodate growing trade volumes and larger vessels.

Westport is intended to be a state-of-the-art container port facility that will 
support the needs of the State’s growing economy for the next century. 
To ensure this happens, the next State Government needs to not only 
properly plan and invest in the port facilities, but also provide the critical 
support infrastructure such as roads, railways, pipelines and logistics to 
create efficient port operations.

The Kwinana Industries Council believes the current road network 
supporting the Western Trade Coast is grossly inadequate and is already 
struggling under the demands of a growing heavy industrial area. Traffic 
congestion, especially on key roads in and out of the industrial area, is a 
growing issue for KIC’s members. 

While the Westport project has recognised the need for the road and rail 
network to be expanded to ensure the new port and its operations are not 
constrained, the KIC believes more is needed.

Priority infrastructure upgrades include the expansion of Anketell Road into a 
dedicated freight freeway from Kwinana all the way to Tonkin Highway. This 
should include dual carriageways and grade separations the entire length of 
Anketell Road to Tonkin Highway to avoid further congestion on the Kwinana 
Freeway and reduce the number of heavy vehicles interacting with commuter 
traffic. The Anketell Road expansion should also include provision of rail and 
pipeline reservations.

The Kewdale-Kwinana freight rail line also needs to be duplicated to support  
the additional container movements to and from the new Kwinana port.  
KIC members are also concerned that the rail expansion, especially  
through Spearwood, places container movements and residential areas  
in close proximity, creating potential future land use conflicts. 

The Westport project is of paramount importance for the 
future of Western Australia’s trade and industrial sectors. 
As a major importer and exporter of resources and 
manufactured goods, efficient port infrastructure is vital 
for the competitiveness of industries based along the 
Western Trade Coast. 
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Specifically, KIC urges  
the government to:

 
Commit adequate funding and resources 
to advance the Westport Strategy.

Take a long-term view and properly 
invest in the road, rail and other critical 
infrastructure needed to support the new 
port and the future activities of the Western 
Trade Coast.  

Engage with industry stakeholders to 
ensure that the strategy aligns with the 
needs and priorities of heavy industry.

Expedite the planning and approvals 
process for key port developments to avoid 
delays that could hinder industrial growth 
and investment.

W
estport

Anketell Rd

To
nkin
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Roe Hwy

ForrestfieldForrestfield

KenwickKenwick

KewdaleKewdale
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Land Use  
and Planning

4

The KIC has consistently said that there must be 
sufficient land set aside for future industry expansion, 
and that land must be adequately protected against 
encroachment by incompatible land uses. 

The need to protect industrial land has become more 
urgent with progress being made on the planning for 
Westport. Western Australia also finds itself the focus 
of growth in downstream processing of battery minerals 
including lithium and nickel, and the Western Trade Coast 
has many competitive advantages that will see the area 
continue to strongly develop and grow. Industry needs 
certainty and clarity on land use and planning if the 
emerging opportunities for the Western Trade Coast  
are to be fully realised.

The Western Trade Coast industrial buffer zone is 
considered by industry to be essential for its future 
certainty, existence and sustainability.

The KIC cannot emphasise enough how important to 
industry it is that securing the outer periphery of the 
Western Trade Coast from the possibility of sensitive land 
use encroachment is. Industry investment decisions are 
vulnerable to the uncertainty created by encroachment 
pressures that seek to put sensitive land uses within 
areas that were believed to be safe from these residential 
developer pressures.

Land availability in the core of the Kwinana Industrial 
Area (KIA) is almost fully consumed by existing and 
incoming heavy industry. An expansion to the KIA core 
is required to accommodate future heavy industry 
requirements and remove a major barrier to future 
investment and economic activity. This requires the 
next State Government to allocate more land for future 
heavy industrial development, with the Hope Valley and 
Wattleup areas, adjoining the Latitude 32 development, 
considered the most suitable for future. KIC was pleased 
to see in the 2024-25 state budget additional money 
allocated for strategic industrial land in Kwinana.

Balancing industrial development with the needs of surrounding communities is a 
complex challenge that requires careful land use planning. The next State Government 
must take appropriate and prudent steps to implement policies that support the 
coexistence of heavy industry and residential areas while minimising potential conflicts.
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The Kwinana Industries Council has advocated to 
successive State Governments of the need for the 
economic significance of the Western Trade Coast to 
be recognised through the creation of a Special Control 
Area (SCA) using provisions under the Metropolitan 
Region Scheme. 

The Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS) should be 
amended to formalise the buffer around the Western 
Trade Coast to prevent the development of inappropriate 
land uses that could conflict with industrial land uses that 
predominate in the Western Trade Coast.

The formalisation of the buffer will also protect 
land which may be needed in the long term for the 
development of new and emerging industries, including 
those associated with Westport and defence related 
activities through AUKUS.

The creation of a Special Control Area will allow for 
the planning, land use and future expansion needs of 
the Western Trade Coast to be managed by a single 
government agency, ensuring there is a single point 
of accountability for managing approvals, planning 
decisions and industrial land availability and zoning.

Specifically, KIC urges  
the government to:

 
Provide a guarantee to industry that the 
Western Trade Coast buffer zone, especially 
the outer periphery, will be protected and 
strengthened from encroachment from 
incompatible land uses.

Amend the Metropolitan Region Scheme 
to create a Special Control Area for 
the Western Trade Coast. This will 
provide planning clarity and certainty by 
establishing clear guidelines for land use 
zoning to designate appropriate areas for 
industrial activities.

Plan for the future expansion of the Western 
Trade Coast by setting aside more land for 
heavy industrial activities. The Hope Valley 
and Wattleup areas, adjoining the Latitude 
32 development, are considered the most 
suitable for future expansion.

Land Use and Planning
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Critical 
Infrastructure

5

Common user port facilities 
(Kwinana Bulk Jetty and 
Kwinana Bulk Terminal)
There are growing capacity constraints at the Kwinana 
Bulk Jetty, a vital piece of infrastructure used for 
importing and exporting goods. The common user 
infrastructure is operating at capacity with growing levels 
of demand. With many new operations being planned 
for the Western Trade Coast, these capacity constraints 
are likely to worsen unless urgent investment occurs. 
The Kwinana Bulk Jetty is currently capable of handling 
LR1 sized vessels, but industry has indicated there is an 
appetite for LR2 vessels, and future hydrogen and gas 
vessels may require larger berths. The State Government 
needs to commit to the construction of berth 5 at 
Kwinana Bulk Jetty as a critical and urgent need to 
support current and future industrial activity.

Reliable and efficient infrastructure is essential for the smooth operation of heavy industry 
in the Western Trade Coast. The next State Government must prioritise investments in 
surrounding roads, railway, pipelines, electricity and other key infrastructure to support 
industrial growth and ensure connectivity to markets and suppliers. 

The significance of the region, along with the present and 
anticipated challenges and opportunities, highlights the 
importance of developing a comprehensive infrastructure 
strategy for the Western Trade Coast.

Substantial work has already been undertaken by the 
current State Government and industry on this issue, 
through the Global Advanced Industries Hub taskforce. 
A Western Trade Coast Infrastructure Strategy has 
been finalised and released which identifies the key 
infrastructure needs, opportunities and bottlenecks for 
the state’s premier heavy industrial area.

The need for upgraded infrastructure across the Western 
Trade Coast is becoming urgent, and is putting at risk 
growth and investment across the state’s premier heavy 
industrial area. 

It is critical that the government allocates appropriate 
funding to the priority projects.

Through the development of the infrastructure strategy, 
KIC’s members have identified the following priority projects:
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Kwinana Rail Freight Network
The current freight rail network within the Western Trade 
Coast is operating at a level approaching capacity. The most 
seriously constrained area is the Kwinana Triangle, and the 
single section of rail between the Kwinana and Cockburn 
Triangles. These constraints are largely the result of the 
track being a single line (dual gauge) – meaning there is 
one way in, and the same way out. While the Westport 
project has factored rail upgrades into its planning, the 
need for a dual line Kwinana rail network is urgent and 
cannot wait for the new port. A rail access corridor also 
needs to be provided for along Anketell Road linking to 
Kewdale as part of the Westport planning process. 

Specifically, KIC urges  
the government to:

 
Develop a comprehensive infrastructure 
plan that identifies priority projects and 
allocates funding accordingly.

Commit to funding vital infrastructure 
upgrades based on the KIC’s priority  
list through the budget process starting  
in 2025 – the first year of the new term  
of government. 

Prioritise the current and future infrastructure 
needs of the Western Trade Coast 
through decisions of the Global Advanced 
Industries Hub Taskforce and planned key 
strategic projects such as Westport.

Collaborating with industry stakeholders 
to assess infrastructure requirements 
and identify opportunities for  
public-private partnerships.

Critical Infrastructure
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Electricity and energy
Industry needs secure, reliable and affordable energy 
sources, such as electricity and gas. The expansion of the 
Western Trade Coast makes this more important than ever, 
with it estimated that electricity supplies need to grow  
five-fold by 2040 to support the State’s growing heavy 
industry operations. The electricity 
network (132 kV) is already at 
capacity and the network is highly 
constrained. The SWIS Demand 
Assessment highlights that 2 GW  
of electricity demand growth 
would come from the Kwinana 
Industrial Area through companies 
seeking to decarbonise through 
electrification via a grid connection. 
In 2002, AEMO forecast a generation shortfall of 303 MW 
within a decade. In 2023, this was revised to 4000 MW.

As industry looks to decarbonise their operations in line 
with net zero emission targets, the source of generation 
of electricity becomes just as important as access.

There is uncertainty about the future base load electricity 
supplies with the closure of coal fired power generation 
in Collie which generates nearly 1000 MW of baseline 
electricity into the SWIS. 

While KIC’s members are committed to decarbonisation 
and transitioning to renewable and alternative energy 
sources, arrangements need to be put in place through 
expanded electricity infrastructure and networks, such 
as corridors, transmission lines and substations while 

the transition takes place. This is 
supported by the Australian Energy 
Market Operator which in its draft 
2024 Integrated System Plan calls 
for “urgent investment in generation 
and transmission that targets secure, 
reliable and affordable electricity 
through the energy transition.” 

Projected supply shortfalls of 
domestic natural gas, an important 

fuel in the energy transition, are of concern to industry. 
The 2023 WA Gas Statement of Opportunities has 
found that demand is set to increase by over 2 per cent 
per year between 2024–33, while supply is expected 
to decline by 0.9 per cent over the same period. There 
is a critical need for investment in additional gas 
supply into the state’s domestic market, to help power 
industry and support electricity generation as part of 
the energy transition.

The next State Government needs to understand and 
address existing and future gas and electricity limitations 
and prioritise upgrades to the Western Trade Coast as 
part of planned future investments. 

Urgent investment in 
generation and transmission 
that targets secure, reliable 
and affordable electricity 
through the energy transition.

- Australian Energy Market Operator
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Critical Infrastructure

Pipelines
Pipelines are the arteries that support and service the 
activities across the Western Trade Coast. The pipelines 
transfer essential products and supplies such as gas, 
water, petrol, hydrogen, ammonia and potentially CO2 
between operators. A reliable, extensive and well-planned 
pipeline network also keeps chemicals and other goods 
off already congested local roads. As part of proper 
planning, the next State Government should prepare 
and adopt a Pipeline Easement Plan for the Western 
Trade Coast. As part of future expansion plan across 
the Western Trade Coast, such as Westport, attention 
should be given to the safety and security of the existing 
pipeline network.

Local roads
The current road network supporting the Western Trade 
Coast is grossly inadequate and is struggling under 
the demands of a growing heavy industrial area. Traffic 
congestion, especially on key roads in and out of the 
industrial area, is a growing issue for KIC’s members 
and is a significant safety issue. Many of KIC’s members 
have reported severe traffic congestion and bottlenecks 
across the Kwinana Industrial Area, especially at peak 
times. Data from the City of Kwinana shows that the key 
roads servicing the Kwinana Industrial Area (Mason Road 
and Beard Street) each have around 600 vehicle per hour 
using them during peak times.

With only two single lane roads in and out of the KIA, 
members have reported that it can take their staff more 
than an hour to get through the traffic, and there is 
growing instances of road rage and dangerous driving. 
This congestion is only set to become worse as new 
projects, including Westport and AUKUS, progress. The 
key intersections than need urgent upgrades are Mason 
Road and Rockingham Road, and Beard Street and 
Rockingham Road.  
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Building Skills  
and Labour

6

A skilled workforce is essential for the continued success 
and growth of the heavy industry sector in Western 
Australia. The next State Government must prioritise 
investments in education and training programs to develop 
a pipeline of talent equipped with the skills needed to 
meet the evolving demands of the industrial sector.

Workforce development is particularly pertinent when we 
look to capitalise on the opportunities in critical sectors 
of the future, such as defence and the energy transition. 
The Department of Training and Workforce Development 
has estimated that the State will need to fill 351,000 jobs 
in the clean energy sector between 2025 and 2050.

There is also the need to focus on the provision of 
an adequate supply of housing. The companies that 
make up the Kwinana Industry Area employ over 
40,000 workers, two-thirds of whom live in the local 
area. Therefore, innovative housing solutions are also 
necessary to address WA’s acute shortage of housing.

The Global Advanced Industries Hub taskforce 
established in 2022 includes a Skills and Workforce 
Advisory group, of which KIC is a participant. While the 
group has met several times, there has yet to be any 
tangible benefits or outcomes realised from this work. 

Increasing the workforce participation and employment 
of under-represented cohorts is essential. Real or 
perceived barriers that prevent people from entering the 
workforce, especially the manufacturing and industry 
sectors, need to be addressed.

There needs to be a concerted effort to expand the number 
of pathways into employment; provide support for equity 
student cohorts, accelerated training models to assist with 
upskilling and reskilling workers to address current and 
emerging needs; and flexible entry pathways to assist with 
attracting underrepresented cohorts to the workforce.

The Kwinana Industries Council is playing an important 
role to help grow the local talent pool by offering a series of 
education and training pathways for local school students. 
The KIC Education Development Program allows high 
school students in the region to experience the sorts of 
careers that are available in industry, and working with 
them about how they might aspire to these careers. 

The KIC works in partnership with 21 local schools  
to deliver a range of award winning, practical and 
industry-based programs that range from VET and 
university pathways for Year 10 students, known as 
iPROJECTS, through our two-year Pre-apprenticeship 
programs for students in Years 11 and 12. 

Now more than ever, with workers in high demand globally and high 
job vacancies, we must do everything we can to both attract talent 
from other locations and make the most of our local workforce. 

two thirds
of KIA 
workers 
live locally

351,000
vacant jobs in 
the clean energy 
sector between  
2025 and 2050
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Building Skills and Labour

The KIC Pre-Apprenticeships are two-year programs that 
students complete during Year 11 and 12, alongside their 
school students. Students remain enrolled full time at their 
current school, receive training one day a week at South 
Metropolitan TAFE and are required to undertake 150 
hours of work placement during the two-year program. 

In partnership with KIC and its members, the State 
Government can assist by removing some of the 
structural and financial barriers that are preventing local 
students from pursuing their training goals and realising 
their full potential.

The KIC’s two-year pre-apprenticeship program requires 
a small contribution from students to cover some of 
the costs associated with their training, mainly the 
purchasing of personal protective equipment (PPE). 
However, as a result of ongoing cost of living pressures 
faced by many families, the KIC is noticing that a growing 
number of students are struggling to meet the costs of 
their training. In some cases, students are turning down 
their places in the program for financial reasons. The 
next State Government should provide scholarships to 
the value of $600 to every student accepted into the 
pre-apprenticeship program so that the cost of PPE is no 
barrier to training.

Furthermore, there is a shortage of Tafe places in 
several critical skilled areas, such as electro-technology 
and heavy diesel mechanical. These training places 
are in high demand from local students and are fully 
subscribed, meaning capable students are being turned 
away. Workers trained in these areas are in high demand 
from local employers. The next state government should 
provide more funding to Tafe to open up more places in 
these areas.

Specifically, KIC urges  
the government to:

 
Develop a Western Trade Coast 
Workforce Development plan through 
the Global Advanced Industries Hub 
taskforce to ensure there is a long-term 
plan to grow, retain and invest in the 
future workforce. This should include 
the identification of skill shortages 
and develop targeted recruitment and 
retention strategies, and the promotion 
of career pathways in heavy industry to 
attract a diverse and talented workforce.

Invest in vocational training and education 
programs that are tailored to the needs 
of the heavy industry sector, including 
apprenticeships and skills development 
initiatives. This should include a focus on 
the upskilling of existing workers. More 
places in essential training programs such 
as electro-technology and heavy diesel 
mechanical need to be allocated. 

Remove financial barriers to training by 
establishing a scholarship scheme to  
cover the costs associated with KIC’s  
pre-apprenticeship program. 
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Conclusion
The policy priorities outlined in this document 
are crucial for the continued success and 
competitiveness of the heavy industry sector 
in the Western Trade Coast. The next Western 
Australian Government must take decisive 
action to address these issues, working 
collaboratively with industry stakeholders to 
ensure sustainable growth and prosperity for 
the region.

KIC looks forward to engaging constructively 
with policymakers and advocating for policies 
that support the long-term viability of heavy 
industry in Western Australia.
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Kwinana Industries Council
11 Stidworthy Court, Kwinana WA 6966
PO Box 649, Kwinana WA 6966
9419 1855   |   admin@kic.org.au   |   www.kic.org.au


