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State Development Bill an early Christmas present for Kwinana
industry

Today's passage of the new State Development Bill through the Western Australian
Parliament is a decisive and much-needed show of bi-partisan support for the future
growth, success and development of Western Australia’s Strategic Industrial Areas, such as
Kwinana.

The legislation provides a clear framework to strengthen coordination, reduce duplication,
and accelerate approvals, enabling industry to invest with confidence and deliver long-
term economic and community benefits.

The Kwinana Industries Council has been advocating for a major re-think of the way we
plan, manage and coordinate our premier Strategic Industrial Area. Earlier this year KIC
released a major policy research document recommending a new governance model
and streamlined approvals mechanisms for our Strategic Industrial Areas.

The CEO of the Kwinana Industries Council, David Harrison, described the passage of the
legislation as an early Christmas present to local industry.

“The bi-partisan support sends a strong signal to existing and prospective investors that
Western Australia is serious about enabling world-class industry and innovation. Our
members look forward to working with all sides of politics to ensure these changes have a
lasting benefit by supporting existing industry, attracting new industry, and ensuring locall
industry remains globally competitive,” said Mr Harrison.

With the Bill now passed, attention must quickly turn to the practical implementation of
the new legislative arrangements, including the development and publication of clear
guidelines for the identification and selection of Economic Development Areas and State
Priority Projects.

“It's now all about implementation. Clear, consistent guidelines, developed in close
collaboration with industry, are essential to redlise the intent of the reforms. We want to
see measurable improvements in inter-agency coordination, fimeline certainty, and
accountability, ensuring projects can move from planning to delivery without unnecessary
delay,” said Mr Harrison.

KIC has also called for the Western Trade Coast, which includes Kwinana, to be declared
the first Economic Development Area under the new legislation. This would underpin and
accelerate a pipeline of more than $40 billion in new projects currently planned or
emerging across the precinct. These changes come at the right time for local industry. We
look forward to 2026 being the year of delivery and implementation.
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