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Kwinana Industries Council urges Cook Government to address four
critical priorities in 2026-27 State Budget

The 2026-27 State Budget will be pivotal in determining whether Western Australia
capitalises on the unprecedented opportunities emerging across the Western Trade
Coast.

In its 2026-27 pre-budget submission, the Kwinana Industries Council calls on the Western
Australion Government to act decisively in the next budget by addressing four critical
policy priorities needed to unlock the next phase of economic growth, industrial
transformation and job creation in the Western Trade Coast.

With at least $40 billion in new investments across defence, clean energy, advanced
manufacturing and critical minerals planned for the areq, the upcoming Budget
represents a once-in-a-generation opportunity to position Western Australia at the
forefront of global industrial fransformation.

KIC and its members are calling on the State Government to address the following priority
issues:

1. Declare the Western Trade Coast as WA's first State Development Area under the State
Development Act 2025.

2. Invest in critical common-user infrastructure including road, rail and port upgrades
identified in the Western Trade Coast Infrastructure Strategy.

3. Accelerate delivery of phase one SWIS transmission upgrades to support reliable and
affordable energy.

4. Build a future-ready workforce through a coordinated and holistic workforce
development plan.

KIC Chief Executive Officer, David Harrison, said labour and skills shortages have emerged
as one of the most immediate and serious risks to existing industry and new enfrants to the
areaq.

“Labour and skills shortages are no longer a future risk, they are a present and growing
constraint on industry,” he said.

"Without a coordinated, whole-of-system response, we risk major projects being delayed,
costs escalating and investment going elsewhere.”

KIC has called for the development of a comprehensive Western Trade Coast Workforce
Development Plan and has recommended that the newly established Western Australian
Productivity Commission be tasked with leading the work.



"The Productivity Commission is uniquely placed to take a system-wide view of workforce
supply, productivity and economic resilience,” Mr Harrison said.

"Giving the Commission responsibility fo develop and oversee a holistic workforce
development plan will ensure decisions are driven by evidence, real-time labour market
data and long-term economic outcomes.”

By acting on these four priorities, the Cook Government can ensure the Western Trade
Coast remains the engine room of Western Australia’s economy for decades to come.
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