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MANUFACTURING , GOVERNMENT  2 HOURS AGO

By Sam Jones

T
Photo: Kwinana Industries Council.

he peak body for industry in Kwinana has called on WA Premier Roger Cook to use newly minted planning
powers to designate the Western Trade Coast WA's first state development area.

Under the State Development Bill, which passed with bipartisan support on December 16, the state
government has the power to designate areas of strategic significance to the state to streamline planning,
approvals and critical infrastructure.

Calls for Trade Coast to be first state development
area
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The intention was for the legislation to encourage investor confidence in strategically important projects like
renewable energy, critical minerals and large industry hubs.

"It's now all about implementation. Clear, consistent guidelines, developed in close collaboration with industry,
are essential to realise the intent of the reforms," Kwinana Industries Council chief executive David Harrison
said in December following passage of the legislation.

"We want to see measurable improvements in inter-agency coordination, timeline certainty, and
accountability, ensuring projects can move from planning to delivery without unnecessary delay."

Now, in its pre-budget submission, the Kwinana Industries Council has called for the state to move quickly to
declare the Western Trade Coast—a 3900 hectare parcel of land between Munster and Rockingham—the first
state development area under the legislation.

Also heading the Council's budget please were calls for investment in critical common-user infrastructure in
the vicinity of the WTC, accelerated delivery of phase one of the South West Interconnected System
transmission upgrades, and a workforce development plan for the WTC precinct.

"Labour and skills shortages are no longer a future risk, they are a present and growing constraint on
industry," Mr Harrison said.

"Without a coordinated, whole-of-system response, we risk major projects being delayed, costs escalating
and investment going elsewhere."

Mr Harrison called for the proposed WA Productivity Commission to be tasked with leading the work.

"The Productivity Commission is uniquely placed to take a system-wide view of workforce supply, productivity
and economic resilience," he said.

"Giving the Commission responsibility to develop and oversee a holistic workforce development plan will
ensure decisions are driven by evidence, real-time labour market data and long-term economic outcomes."

KIC's calls were echoed by the Chamber of Minerals and Energy WA in its pre-budget submission, which said
areas covered by the State Development Bill would address all three of the CME's priority areas.

The Chamber, however, said simply accelerating approvals and construction of critical infrastructure in areas
covered by the SDB was not enough, and that resources projects needed state-wide timely, risk-based and
outcomes-focused regulation.

An additional $30 million was committed to Kwinana in the state government's mid-year budget review, set
aside to prepare the Kwinana Industrial Area for the $7.2 billion Westport project, including new land
acquisition, planning and relocation of transmission lines.
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