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KIC has a long wish list
AVA BERRYMAN

The Kwinana Industries Council
says a new State Government com-
mission intended to guide the
State’s long-term economic growth
and productivity needs to be
“action-focused”. 

The 2050 Commission aims to
provide independent strategic
advice on transforming the WA
economy, enhancing living stan-
dards and driving investment.

It will prepare industry develop-
ment action plans, conduct inqui-
ries referred by government or
self-initiated with approval, and
take over major infrastructure
assessment functions currently
performed by Infrastructure WA,
with a higher project threshold. 

Premier Roger Cook said estab-

lishing the 2050 Commission was
part of  a strategy to become a
global leader in investment attrac-
tion, industry facilitation and reg-
ulation.

“The 2050 Commission will help
us remain the strongest economy
in the nation and remain the best
place in the world for our children
and their children to get a quality
j b ” h id

job,” he said.
“As the world approaches net

zero by 2050, WA has incredible op-
portunities to thrive, through our
critical minerals, green fuels, and
decarbonised products, like green
iron.

“The 2050 Commission will help
us ensure both industry and our
public sector are match fit, produc-
tive, and set up for the challenges
and opportunities of  the future.”

The Kwinana Industries Council
said the commission had to be
“action-focused and deeply engage
with local industry” to deliver
meaningful outcomes. 

It said businesses were facing a
“mounting range of  pressures”
including global trade issues, pol-
icy and regulatory barriers, infra-
structure bottlenecks and
mounting labour and skills shor-
tages, all of  which needed genuine
long-term reform.

KIC CEO David Harrison said
the list of  issues requiring atten-
tion by the 2050 Commission was
long and growing by the day. 

“With at least $40 billion in new

investments across defence, clean
energy, advanced manufacturing
and critical minerals planned for
the area, we are urging the Cook

Government to be bold, decisive
and ambitious in setting a reform
agenda that will allow us to realise
the full benefits,” he said. 

“At the top of  the list is the need
to remove the key barriers to new
investment across the Western
Trade Coast such as infrastructure
bottlenecks and building work-
force capacity. Failure to do so will
risk major projects being delayed,
costs escalating and investment
going elsewhere.”

The commission will replace
Infrastructure WA and absorb
broad inquiry roles from the Eco-
nomic Regulation Authority, while
continuing to involve stakeholders
from industry, unions, First
Nations communities and regional
areas. Its operations are slated to
begin in mid-2027.
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