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Sound Telegraph

Kwinana Industries Council says 2050 Commission needs to
set bold and brave reform agenda

' AvaBerryman Sound Telegraph
Wed, 11 February 2026 2:00AM <

@) The Kwinana Industries Council says businesses are facing a range of pressures. Credit: Tianqi Lithium/Tianqi
Lithium

The Kwinana Industries Council says a new State Government commission intended
Q to guide the State’s long-term economic growth and productivity needs to be
“action-focused”.
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It will prepare industry development action plans, conduct inquiries referred by
government or self-initiated with approval, and take over major infrastructure
assessment functions currently performed by Infrastructure WA, with a higher
project threshold.

ADVERTISEMENT

@ Premier Roger Cook. Credit: Michael Wilson/The West Australian

Premier Roger Cook said establishing the 2050 Commission was part of a strategy to
become a global leader in investment attraction, industry facilitation and regulation.



job,” he said.

“As the world approaches net zero by 2050, WA has incredible opportunities to
thrive, through our critical minerals, green fuels, and decarbonised products, like
green iron.

“The 2050 Commission will help us ensure both industry and our public sector are
match fit, productive, and set up for the challenges and opportunities of the future.”

@) Tianqilithium refinery at Kwinana. Credit: TLEA/supplied

The Kwinana Industries Council said the Commission had to be “action-focused and
deeply engage with local industry” to deliver meaningful outcomes.

It said businesses were facing a “mounting range of pressures” including global trade
issues, policy and regulatory barriers, infrastructure bottlenecks and mounting
labour and skills shortages, all of which needed genuine long-term reform.

KIC CEO David Harrison said the list of issues requiring attention by the 2050
Commission was long and growing by the day.

“With at least $40 billion in new investments across defence, clean energy, advanced
manufacturing and critical minerals planned for the area, we are urging the Cook



“At the top of the list is the need to remove the key barriers to new investment across
the Western Trade Coast such as infrastructure bottlenecks and building workforce
capacity. Failure to do so will risk major projects being delayed, costs escalating and
investment going elsewhere.”

The Commission will replace Infrastructure WA and absorb broad inquiry roles from
the Economic Regulation Authority, while continuing to involve stakeholders from
industry, unions, First Nations communities and regional areas.

Legislation to establish the Commission is expected later this year, with operations
slated to begin around mid-2027.
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