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Cook unveils his bold plan to fast-track WA's industrial future

CAITLIN VINCI

Premier Roger Cook has
declared Kwinana the “centre of
the universe” as he triggers new
laws to fast-track a massive wave
of renewable energy projects.
In a move designed to turbo-
charge the economy, the Pre-
mier today designated four
major onshore wind farms as
“priority projects”, using the
recently passed State Develop-
ment Act to slice through layers
of bureaucracy and what indus-

try leaders describe as a “merry-
go-round” of approvals.

Standing alongside Energy
Minister Amber-Jade Sander-
son, Mr Cook said the State was
moving into a new era of “all
guns blazing” industrial devel-
opment to ensure WA remains a
global player in energy.

The four wind farms — Par-
ron, Kondinin, Marri, and Nar-
rogin — will deliver over a
gigawatt of renewable energy by
2029, a move the Premier says is
vital as the State prepares to

switch off coal-fired power sta-
tions by 2030.

“It will also exceed our com-
mitment ... as part of our
commitment to retire State-
owned coal-fired power stations
by 2030,” Mr Cook said.

Under the new powers, the
Western Trade Coast — encom-
passing Kwinana, Rockingham,
and Henderson — has been
declared WA'’s first State Devel-
opment Area. The precinct con-
tributes $20 billion annually and
supports 43,000 jobs.

The declaration aims to unify
the precinct under a single set of
rules to lure multibillion-dollar
“green steel” and defence pro-
jects, including the NeoSmelt
pilot — a first-of-its-kind collab-
oration between giants BHP, Rio
Tinto, Mitsui Iron Ore Develop-
ment, Woodside and BlueScope.

“It will take place in Kwinana,
which is, as you know, is the cen-

tre ot the universe,” Mr Cook
said. “What this does is make
sure that everyone is working to
a strategic goal and amongst a

set of rules ... towards a single
outcome.”

Kwinana Industries Council
chief executive David Harrison
backed the “sharp” new app-
roach but warned that the
Government must now back its
words with infrastructure.

“If you want land, you go to
one department. If you want
power, you go to another. If you
want approvals, you go to an-
other. It’s a merry-go-round of
approvals. We need to fast track
that,” Mr Harrison said.
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