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€ € Without
that confidence,
projects stall,
capital looks
elsewhere and
local jobs never

eventuate

The Western Trade Coast
has a role to play in
Australia’s industrial future.
Photo: Michael O’Brien

Dollars and dates drive investment

Stakeholders and partners in the Western Trade Coast are hoping for a budget boost.
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T°S a little more than 12 months
I since the Cook government
was re-elected on a platform
of economic diversification and
growth.

That means we are one quarter
of the way through this term of the
Western Australian parliament.

One thing is abundantly clear:
time is no longer on our side. The
Western Trade Coast — one of the
state’s most strategically important
industrial precincts and a
cornerstone of WA’s economic future
— requires decisive action. Not next
year, not after another review, but
now.

For years, industry has been
consistently clear that it needs
certainty, investment and a roadmap
for delivery.
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At the Kwinana Industries Council, we
call it “dollars and dates”. Anticipation
is high as we edge closer to the May state
budget. Our members, the workers
they employ and the industries that
depend on our industrial capability
are waiting to see whether the
government will seize the moment.

The issues are not new. The
challenges are not mysterious.
Reports, reviews and planning
frameworks already outline the
key bottlenecks facing the region:
congestion pressures, constraints on
freight movement, power and water
capacity requirements, and the need
for coordinated land-use certainty.

Industry has laid out detailed
cases for reform and investment, and
government agencies understand
these pressures intimately. The
problem is well understood.

Recent positive measures have
included the passage of the new State
Development Act to better coordinate
decisions and planning; the
creation of the Strategic Industries
Fund; and the development of a
detailed infrastructure strategy for
the Western Trade Coast. Kudos to
the government for taking these
important first steps.

WA stands at a once-in-a-
generation crossroads. The global
shift toward renewables, advanced

Dollars and dates drive investment

manufacturing, critical minerals and
rare earths processing, and clean
energy industries is accelerating.
The Western Trade Coast is uniquely
positioned to anchor Australia’s
industrial contribution to that future.

Without further investment and
reform, though, we risk watching
opportunities slip interstate or
internationally, because investors and
operators cannot wait forever.

Certainty is the currency of
industrial development. Major
investors making multibillion-dollar
decisions need to know the enabling
infrastructure will be there when they
need it. They want clarity on when
roads will be upgraded, that the port
infrastructure will allow them to
import and export products, when
utilities will be expanded, when
land will be unlocked, and when
regulatory bottlenecks will be eased.

Without that confidence, projects
stall, capital looks elsewhere and
local jobs never eventuate.

This is why the May budget carries
such significance. Industry will be
looking for more than high-level
commitments or broad strategy
statements. We need budget line
items. We need committed timelines.
And we need them this year.

Across the Western Trade Coast,
companies are actively preparing to

scale up, modernise, decarbonise,
and compete globally. They want
to partner with government to
position WA as a world leader

in resilient, clean and advanced
industrial capability. But doing so
requires hard decisions on where
best to invest precious taxpayer
dollars.

We understand that money is
finite, there are many competing
funding priorities across government,
and industrial scale infrastructure
is not cheap. However, if we believe
that strategic industrial areas such
as Kwinana are going to provide
the economic uplift we are looking
for, and deliver the future jobs and
prosperity we are all looking for, then
it’s time to back it in.

The Western Trade Coast is not
an abstract economic concept. It
is a living network of employers,
apprentices, engineers, suppliers,
innovators and communities. It is the
backbone of WA’s manufacturing and
processing strength.

It is the place where future
industries will either flourish or
falter, depending on decisions made
in the coming months.

The clock is ticking.

= David Harrison is CEQ of the
Kwinana Industries Council
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