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Welcome to the April edition of KIC InFocus.

The current conflict in the Middle East has once again brought the issue of
sovereign industrial capability into sharp focus, elevating it as a major point of
discussion for policymakers, industry and the broader community.

As geopolitical instability increases, we are seeing renewed scrutiny of
Australia’s dependance on global supply chains and a growing recognition of
the importance of strong domestic manufacturing and industrial capability.



Recent events have highlighted how disruption in one part of the world can
have immediate and significant consequences for the availability, cost and
reliability of essential products. Energy, chemicals, fertilisers and other
foundational inputs that underpin our economy and everyday life are all
exposed to global pressures.

This reinforces the critical role that industries represented by the Kwinana
Industries Council play in maintaining economic resilience, national security
and community wellbeing.

KIC has been working closely with members throughout this period to monitor
evolving impacts, share intelligence and ensure that the realities faced on the
ground are clearly understood.

Insights from members are being actively fed into discussions with state and

federal governments, contributing to broader conversations around sovereign
capability, supply chain resilience and the need for supportive policy settings

that strengthen local industry.

We acknowledge that this has been a particularly uncertain and demanding
month for many of you. Despite volatility in global markets and increasing
operational complexity, members have worked tirelessly to continue supplying
vital products such as fuel and fertiliser to customers across Western Australia
and beyond.

This commitment under pressure demonstrates the professionalism, resilience
and strategic importance of our industrial community.

Best wishes,

David




KIC Youth Art Awards

The creative and artistic talents of students from across the Kwinana area were
on display at the recent KIC Youth Art Awards.

More than 300 people joined us for the awards ceremony in Rockingham on 19
March. It was a great evening which included performances from several local
schools. The room was rocking as one of the school bands belted out hits by
Green Day and Vance Joy.

We had student contributions from 13 partner schools across 8 categories.
Once again the creativity, flair and skill on display from student artists across
the local community was outstanding.

The event was delivered with the support of Cockburn Cement, Covalent
Lithium and Blue Phoenix.






KIC in Canberra

Our CEO, David Harrison, recently visited Canberra to build national
awareness about the growing importance of the Western Trade Coast.

Important meetings were had with the Ministerial Offices across the portfolios of
industry, infrastructure, workforce and skills, resources, and energy - all vitally
important areas to KIC and its members.

We were also pleased to meet the Federal Minister for Skills and Training,
Andrew Giles (pictured above), where the looming skills and labour issues



facing the Western Trade Coast were discussed. We also briefed the Minister
on KIC's education and training activities.

Our CEO discusses the key issues that were raised with key stakeholders during a
recent visit to Canberra.
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Congratulations to our latest iScience graduates

Meet the latest cohort of graduates from our iScience program.


https://youtu.be/RBOXQLIg4Ig
https://youtu.be/RBOXQLIg4Ig

33 students from across our 20 partner schools graduated from the program
after 7 days learning about the career pathways and opportunities with local
industry.

Thanks to our members and supporters which supported this program -
WesCEF, Murdoch University, NewGen Power and Coogee.
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KIC's Education Development Program has been nationally recognised by the
Manufacturing Skills Alliance as a best practice case study of industry working to
grow the skilled workforce.



https://youtu.be/1AIgVV-oPmQ
https://youtu.be/1AIgVV-oPmQ

Westport legislation introduced

KIC welcomes the introduction of legislation into the WA Parliament to create a
new dedicated authority to deliver the Westport project.

The Westport Bill 2026 will enable the establishment of a statutory Westport
Authority to oversee the planning and delivery of the once-in-a-century project,
to secure critical trade infrastructure for the State.

Westport will be of one of the largest infrastructure programs in Western
Australia's history. This will require a level of planning, decision making and
coordination never before seen.

The Westport Authority will be a standalone entity and agent of the Crown,
and will be empowered to make timely decisions, enter commercial
arrangements and attract the specialist expertise required to deliver new port
infrastructure, along with upgrades to road, rail, and logistics networks.

Events



Head of the Office of Defence Kwinana
Industries, Linda Dawson. e

KIC invites you to a special discussion with the Office of Defence.

By the early 2030s, the Western Trade Coast will be home to the
largest defence maintenance facility in the southern hemisphere.

What does this mean for industry? What planning and investment is needed?
What is the future of the common user facility? What does local industry need to know?

When: Wednesday, 8 April 2026. 11:30am - 12:30pm.
Where: Kwinana - venue confirmed upon registration.
RSVP: Scan the QR Code to register your space by
Thursday 2 April, 2026 to secure your place.

*Numbers are strictly limited. Light refreshments available.



https://www.linkedin.com/company/7612797/admin/feed/posts/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/7612797/admin/feed/posts/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkOUwWK-Qhj6t8um9n-74hw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkOUwWK-Qhj6t8um9n-74hw
https://mailchi.mp/f87739a00a26/www.kic.org.au
https://mailchi.mp/f87739a00a26/www.kic.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/KwinanaIndustriesCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/KwinanaIndustriesCouncil
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