
© Business News - Page 1 of 2

GOVERNMENT  1 DAY AGO

By Gary Adshead

F
Premier Roger Cook made the announcement at a Business News event.

our rural windfarm projects, a green iron enterprise and the entire Western Trade Coast between
Rockingham and Munster will become the first designated state development areas, Premier Roger Cook

has told a Business News breakfast event.

It comes after Mr Cook introduced the State Development Act at the end of 2025 to prioritise major projects
deemed necessary to create jobs and economic benefits for the state.

Premier declares five priority projects to fast-track
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On Thursday, he revealed the Western Trade Coast (WTC) would fall under the newly created Office of the
Coordinator General Chris Clarke, who would “better coordinate planning, infrastructure and approvals across
government”.

“The WTC is already a critically important precinct serving as an industrial, defence and transport hub which
contributes up to $20 billion to the state’s economy annually and supports 43,000 jobs,” Mr Cook said.

The area includes the Henderson naval maintenance and shipbuilding precinct, crucial to the AUKUS deal.

One particular project in the WTC, NeoSmelt, was also listed as a priority project.

Bluescope is leading the plant’s development and collaborating with BHP, Rio Tinto, Woodside and Mitsui Iron
Ore.

Kwinana Industries Council chief executive David Harrison said the SDA declaration was a game-changer.

"Now, more than ever, we need to remove barriers to investment and growth," he said. 

"What we're looking for is coordination across government, having decisions that are clear and made in timely
ways so we can get on with things."

Mr Cook also announced that the Kondinin, Marri, Narrogin and Parron Maam Marang windfarm projects would
come under the SDA.

“Last year, we passed our State Development Act, and now we are putting our new powers to work in the
pursuit of new jobs and opportunities for West Australians,” Mr Cook said.

Energy Minister Amber-Jade Sanderson said the combined windfarms would produce one gigawatt of
renewable energy, “helping us to get out of coal by 2030 and secure clean, affordable and reliable power for
the future”.

Power purchase agreements have already been signed with three of the four windfarms operators and
Synergy and the Water Corporation.

In another pre-budget announcement, Mr Cook said $90 million would be allocated for industrial areas,
including 1400-hectares of land making up Latitude 32 across the cities of Cockburn and Kwinana.

In December, the Kwinana Industries Council chief executive David Harrison said the new SDA legislation was
perfect for driving the investment and infrastructure needs of the WTA.

“We want to see measurable improvements in inter-agency coordination, timeline certainty, and
accountability, ensuring projects can move from planning to delivery without unnecessary delay,” he said at
the time.
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