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WA Budget a good start, but more to be done

Today's State Budget signals that the WA Government is serious about supporting the
future growth and success of the Western Trade Coast through strategic infrastructure
investment and initiatives fo grow economic capacity.

However, while it is a good start to address the barriers faced by local industry, the task is
far from done.

The Kwinana Industries Council, the peak body for the Western Trade Coast, believes the
2026-2027 State Budget takes an important step to grow the economy, support the growth
of our Strategic Industrial Areas, and encourage new investment.

KIC welcomes budget initiatives such as the $1.1 billion upgrade to Anketell Road, the $1.4
billion Clean Energy Fund to support electricity network upgrades across WA, including the
Clean Energy Link — Kwinana project, $51 million to develop new industrial land, and $24
million for upgrades to facilities at the TAFE campus in Munster.

With well in excess of $40 billion of new projects planned for the Western Trade Coast over
the next decade, including Westport and the AUKUS Defence Maintenance Hub, budget
initiatives that support the growth and success of our premier heavy industrial area are a
must. This will require long term investment and planning over successive budgets.

What's missing in the budget is funding to address congestion issues at Kwinana Port,
which remains a major impediment to growth and new investment. We will continue to
work with the Government on finding a solution to this problem.

The Chief Executive Officer of the Kwinana Industries Council, David Harrison, believes the
2026-27 budget is an important step in the right direction to tackle decades of under-
investment in our premier heavy industrial area.

“The current global challenges and the impacts they are having on our economy and
way of life highlight the importance of investing in local industry to build our sovereign
capability and strengthen our supply-chains.”

“The amount of new investment planned for the Western Trade Coast over the next
decade is eye-watering. We now need to make sure we are ready through infrastructure
upgrades, removing red tape and other barriers to investment, and ensure we have
enough skilled workers to make it happen.”
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