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Clarity comes for Henderson and the Western Trade Coast 
 
Today’s announcement by the Federal Government outlining details of the new  
Henderson Defence Precinct provides important clarity for local industry, investors and the 
broader community about the future use and long-term direction of the Henderson area. 
 
There is no doubt that the Henderson Defence Precinct represents a nation-building 
investment and one of the most significant economic development projects ever 
undertaken in Western Australia.  
 
The project is set to transform the state’s industrial landscape, create thousands of jobs,  
strengthen sovereign defence capability and establish Western Australia as a critical part  
of Australia’s future defence industrial base. However, it is important to recognise that the 
Henderson project forms part of a much broader and rapidly expanding industrial  
ecosystem. 
 
In particular, industry stands read to work with all levels of government to plan for the 
future relocation and operation of the Common User Facility (CUF). The Common User  
Facility plays a critical role in supporting Western Australia’s industrial economy. Around 70  
per cent of the work currently undertaken at the facility is non-defence related and  
supports strategically important sectors including mining, oil and gas, commercial ship  
maintenance, fabrication, project assembly and laydown operations. 
 
Kwinana Industries Council Chief Executive Officer David Harrison said today’s 
announcement was a significant milestone for the region but should be viewed as part of  
a broader conversation about the future of the Western Trade Coast. 
 
“While industry strongly supports this investment, and as a state we have the capability to 
deliver the project, success will require a coordinated approach across all levels of 
government, industry, education providers and the community,” said Mr Harrison. 
 
“It will need to be a genuine team effort to ensure we have the workforce, industrial land, 
transport infrastructure, utilities, housing and community amenities necessary to 
support the rapid growth that is now underway.” 
 
Across the Western Trade Coast, multiple large-scale projects are simultaneously moving 
from concept to delivery. These include major defence investments, Westport, critical 
minerals processing, clean energy and decarbonisation projects, advanced 
manufacturing facilities and significant private sector industrial developments.  
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